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Amendments 


In the Claims: 


^witl 


Please cancel claim*29 without prejudice. 


Please amend claims 1, 25 and 28 as indicated in Appendix A. The amended claims will 
then read as follows: 



1. A modular m\crochannel apparatus for the chemical analysis of an analyte in a 
sample, comprising: 

(a) a plurality of separation units each comprised of a solid substrate having a 
microchannel present in th^surface thereof, wherein the microchannel in each separation unit is 
of a different length; 

(b) a single reservoir ikiit in the form of a plate comprised of a reservoir that contains a 
liquid for introduction into thevmicrochannels of the separation units; and 

(c) an external power source operatively connected to the reservoir unit for driving the 
liquid from the reservoir througft the microchannels of the separation units, 

wherein the reservoir unmhas dimensions that enable the operative and modular coupling 
of the reservoir unit to each separation unit in succession to allow liquid from the reservoir to be 
driven, by the external power sourcie, into the microchannel of the separation unit that is 
operatively and modularly coupled to the reservoir unit. 



25. A kit for making a modular microchannel apparatus for the chemical analysis of an 
analyte in a sample, comprising: 

(a) a plurality oi separation units each comprised of a solid substrate having a 
^ microchannel present inifhe surface thereof, wherein the microchannel in each separation unit is 

of a different length; 

(b) a single reservoir unit in the form of a plate comprised of a reservoir that contains a 
liquid for introduction into me microchannels of the separation units; and 
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(c) an external power source having dimensions that enable its modular and operative 
connection to the reservoir unit for driving the liquid from the reservoir through the 
microchannels onthe separation units, 

wherein the reservoir unit has dimensions that enable the operative and modular coupling 
of the reservoir unft to each separation unit in succession and to the external power source to 
drive liquid from the reservoir into the microchannel of the separation unit that is operatively and 
modularly coupled to the reservoir unit. 

28. A modular microdevice for analyte analysis, comprising: 

(a) a plurality of separation units each comprised of a solid substrate having a 
microchannel present in the surface thereof, wherein the microchannel in each separation unit is 
of a different length; \ 

(b) a single resbrvoir unit in the form of a plate comprised of a plurality of reservoirs, 
wherein each reservoiA;ontains a liquid for introduction into a microchannel of a separation unit; 
and \ 

(c) an external power source operatively connected to the reservoir unit for driving 
liquids from the reservoinunit through the microchannels of the separation units, 

wherein the reservoir unit has dimensions that enable the operative and modular coupling 
of the reservoir unit to each separation unit in succession to allow liquid from at least one of the 
plurality of reservoirs to bepriven, by the external power source, into the microchannel of the 
separation unit that is operatively and modularly coupled to the reservoir unit. 

For the Examiner's convenience, the pending claims upon entry of this amendment are 
listed in Appendix B. 


Remarks 

Claims 1-12, 25, 26 and 28-30 of this application were examined in the Office Action 
under reply, and stand finally rejected as follows: 


